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INTERCESSIONS 
(personal information omitted) 
...and while we are praying for others… 
While much of the country is busy urging our government to pull our troops out of Afghanistan, perhaps it would be good for us to be 
reminded that our defense forces are responding to a call for assistance.  While their particular mandate in that country is not one 
purely of peace keeping - it cannot be with a well-armed, totalitarian enemy of peace committing violent acts day by day - our troops 
are still, as they have been in recent peace keeping missions, putting themselves in harm's way for the protection of the innocent 
populace of that country.  Our Lord said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  Our troops 
are laying down their lives for people they do not even know. May we keep them in our prayers. 
 
FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
Based on reports from Voice of the Martyrs this month we give thanks that in Indonesia on April 27, Pastor Abraham Bentar was 
released from prison. According to The Voice of the Martyrs contacts in Indonesia, “Pastor Bentar was released because he had served 
two-thirds of his sentence, and could be paroled.” 
 
We also pray for Christians in India, Kazakhstan, the Philippines, India, Singapore and China where on March 19, Shi Weihan (37), a 
Christian bookstore owner, was re-arrested on charges of “illegally” printing and distributing Christian literature. Weihan was initially 
arrested on November 29, 2007, and was released in early January, due to “insufficient evidence.” He is being held without access to 
his family. His wife is concerned for his health in prison as he is a diabetic. 
 
To learn more about the persecution of Christians visit www.persecution.com where you may also subscribe to the weekly email 
newsletter of Voice of the Martyrs. 

As we pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters, may we pray also for the perpetrators that God’s love, through the power of His 
Holy Spirit, will convict them and turn their hearts. 

���������  

 
NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 
·  Additional weekday services this month: Tuesday, June 24 is the feast of The Nativity of St. John Baptist.  Please also note 

that Wednesday, June 11 is the Feast of St. Barnabas and Sunday, June 29 is the Feast of St. Peter & St. Paul when we have 
already scheduled celebrations of the Holy Eucharist.  See the back of this issue for service times.   

·  Bishop Carl’s travels this month: 
·  Saturday, June 7 to Kingston to bury Iris Sewell’s ashes, and Sunday June 8 to the parish of Christ the King, Tyendinaga. 

·  The weekend of June 21 and 22 to Resurrection parish in Walkerville (Windsor) for Confirmations. 

·  Looking ahead towards the end of summer, we have decided to forego the use of the RCMP picnic grounds for our annual picnic, 
not least because we were always restricted to a date after Labour Day, and there was a significant associated cost.  Therefore, we 
have some freedom for the date, and the location.  In order to avoid school commencements (last year we conflicted with 
Augustine College, thus meaning that the Tingleys and the Haymans were not able to join us), and to ensure that we include 
students that would be back at distant university locations by Labour Day, we have chosen Sunday, August 17 as the date.  We 
are still working out location – whether it be Fr. Peter and Maura’s place on the Ottawa River, or Bp. Carl and Barb’s house (with 
pool!) in North Gower, or Stan and Penny Reid’s farm outside of Spencerville.  All three are available – we will resolve the 
location and report in next month’s issue. 

·  Bible study has now recessed until September.  Fr. Peter is planning a new programme for the Fall, focussing on sacrifice and 
the sacraments, beginning with the Eucharist.  Please see his course outline below.  It will run on Wednesday evenings, starting at 
7:30pm, for 10 weeks starting in mid September, and promises to be very interesting.  If you are not able to come for the 6:00pm 
Eucharist you are still welcome at the study session. 

·  The deadline for contributions to the July Annunciator  is Sunday, June 22nd. 

��  
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We have decided to take a break from studying the Bible book by book and study one of our core beliefs and practices.  It is important 
that all Christians, but perhaps especially those of us who claim a conservative, Anglican position, understand why we believe what 
we believe about Baptism and the Holy Eucharist, the two Sacraments necessary for salvation (BCP p.550), especially with respect to 
their Biblical basis.  We will begin with the Holy Eucharist, for which I anticipate a ten week programme, with time for discussion.  
This will be an objective study, with the main intentions being to provide a deep understanding of the Holy Eucharist and a greater 
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appreciation of this wonderful gift as we approach the Holy Table.  Over the summer I have a large volume of material to cover and 
there may be some changes to the course as I do my homework.  However, for the most part, I expect the following outline to remain 
as it is presented. 
 
Course outline: 

1. Scriptural Origins.  This would take us back into the Old Testament to look at the nature of sacrifice, the purpose, object and 
means of carrying out sacrifice.  We would then move through the Gospels, the Epistles and Revelation, arriving at an 
understanding of the Scriptural doctrine of the Eucharist.  (This section is expected to take 2 weeks totaling 3 hours) 

2. Patristic beliefs and practices: 
a. Jesus in the Eucharist, 
b. The sacrifice in the Eucharist, 
c. The Eucharist in some of the early liturgies. 

(2 hours) 

3. The Reformation: 
a. Changes in earlier beliefs, 
b. Scriptural basis the changes may have had, 
c. The impact on the Church. 

(2 hours) 

4. Specific Reformation changes in England: 
a. Their basis in or relation to Holy Scripture, 
b. Conflicts arising from these changes and the impact through the years of those conflicts. 

(1 hour) 

5. Post Reformation positions, beliefs and practices: 
a. In The Church of England, 
b. In the Roman Catholic Church, 
c. In other denominations. 

(1 1/2 hours) 

6. On the administration of the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist to Children; on “unworthy” priests and other short topics.  (1 
hour) 

7. On Reserving and Adoring the Blessed Sacrament.  (1 hour) 

8. A specific look at present practices: 
a. Where they remain orthodox, 
b. Where they are in doubt and why. 

(11/2 hours) 

�
������
�
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P A P A L  I N F A L L I B I L I T Y  

PAR T I I  

As May's “Dialectic” demonstrated, the concept of Papal Infallibility - albeit implicit in the evolution of the Petrine Office over some fifteen 
centuries - was only promulgated as a universally and irrevocably binding teaching of the RC Church on 18th July 1870.  Thus, the doctrine, 
accorded the conciliar sanction of Vatican I, represents a comparatively, “recent” docent accretion in the development of an institution whose 
existence is measured not only in centuries but in millennia. 

From a notional standpoint, pontifical infallibility cannot be easily separated from the related principle of ecclesial authority ; the 
identification is, in fact, both logical and unavoidable. 

Consider the following imaginary dialogue between an advocate of “Theocracy” as the ideal form of religio-social governance and someone 
less credulous re its practical application: 

Q.  Who speaks for God? 
A.  Well, God Himself speaks through His Word as revealed in Holy Scripture. 

Q.  But in questions of ambiguity, who is empowered to resolve the issue authoritatively? 
A.  Why, the High Priest (or whatever)! 

Q.  But from whom does he derive his authority? 
A.  From God, of course! 
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Herein lies what might be termed the Tragedy of the Reformation.  Notwithstanding the RC Church's tendency to festina lente (“make 
haste slowly”), its notorious bureaucracy, its curial factionalism, its historical penchant for political intrigue and any number of “nasty things” 
adduced by its venomous detractors, the leonine presence on the Tiber - once aroused! - can respond to crises with tremendous organizational 
energy.  Witness, e.g., those intellectual “lions” of the Counter-Reformation: Ignatius Loyola, Robert Bellarmino and Charles 
Borromeo. 

The case of Martin Luther (“rehabilitated” of late by Benedict XVI) provides an interesting example of “delayed reaction” on the 
Church's part.  Indeed, three years elapsed between the posting of his 95 disputative theses on the door of Wittenburg's collegiate chapel and his 
formal excommunication. 

In the interim, political factors came to complicate a basically academic challenge to certain RC doctrinal positions by no means unique to the 
German Augustinian (cf. Erasmus of Rotterdam who, critical of contemporary ecclesiastical abuses, nevertheless died in communion with 
Rome). 

The critical point is this: IF Luther's attempt at “reformation” had remained localized in the hinterlands of 16th-century Thuringia, some form 
of accommodation would doubtless have been achieved.  After all, central Europe was only too familiar with theological ferment (see 
Norman Cohn's Pursuit of the Millennium for a fascinating historical overview). 

It was only with the “exportation” of the spirit of militant reform to the Swiss cantons and elsewhere that the fabric of western Christendom truly 
entered the process of sectarian disintegration.  Did not John Calvin, ensconced in Geneva (the “Protestant Rome”), claim a docent authority 
analogous to that of Pope Leo X when he did he not hesitate to enforce this authority in a manner worthy of the Inquisition?  (Ask the hapless 
Michael Servetus, who escaped Roman persecution only to be executed by order of Calvin himself!).  Other Swiss “reformers” (e.g., 
Ulrich Zwingli) were equally adamant in reserving teaching authority unto themselves. 

In our own time, do not 12 elderly “apostles” sequestered in Salt Lake City, Utah, exercise an absolute collective docent authority over all 
members of the world-wide Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons)?  For that matter, do not messianic cultic leaders, such as 
Jim Jones and David Koresh, claim to possess an inerrant teaching dispensation? 

The situation of Holy Orthodoxy's vis-à-vis centralized doctrinal authority is actually quite simple: It doesn't exist! 

Historically, Eastern Christianity in its “dissident” - i.e., non-RC “uniate” - manifestations has eschewed formal allegiance to a single 
universally encompassing primatial office.  Instead, Orthodox churches have traditionally developed along “autocephalous” (i.e., self-
governing, ethno-centric and nationalistic) lines.  Thus, although honoured nominally as “Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople,” 
Batholomew I enjoys, at best, a symbolic and singularly limited teaching authority over Orthodox faithful in no way similar to that exercised 
by the Bishop of Rome. 

That no one can provide an exact number of actual Christian denominations - ranging from snake-handling fundamentalists in the U.S. Ozark 
Mountains to “main-line” Episcopalians in Arlington, VA - attests to the lamentably conspicuous lack of authority that constitutes the 
Reformation's negative legacy. 

In view of the foregoing, Papal Infallibility  exists as the only effective “antidote,” as it were, to the lack of dogmatic stability inherent in the 
contemporary Christian “scene.” 

The erroneous basic views entertained by anti-RC polemicists, and sadly perpetuated by legions of the doctrinally misinformed, seem to dwell 
exclusively upon a misconception: viz., that pontifical claims to theological inerrancy are absolute in their formulation, that every 
pronouncement emanating from the Apostolic See is de facto infallible. 

Quite to the contrary: The restrictions imposed on the exercise of this unique papal prerogative actually preclude its abuse. 

First, the invocation of papal infallibility can only be applied in relation to matters of faith and morals.  Furthermore, it can never 
contravene the dual bases of the Church's magesterium: Scripture and Tradition. 

Second, the concept has been invoked only rarely.  Of course, the proclamation of papal infallibility in 1870 may be construed as an 
instance of its “collegial” application.  Perhaps the best known example of the doctrine's actual implementation occurred in 1950, when Pope 
Pius XII officially proclaimed the doctrine of the Virgin's Assumption.  In doing so, however, he was actually clarifying a teaching first 
evinced in early apocryphal literature and strongly upheld by no less a personage than Gregory of Tours in the later 6th century. 

Few people understand that “infallibility” applied to all of the original apostles (it was not restricted solely to Peter!), although this did not 
apply to their immediate successors.  Thus, Pauline theology, for whatever sublimity it possesses, cannot be regarded as infallible.  Today, 
bishops in lawful Apostolic Succession can exercise a limited, derivative “infallible” docent authority when gathered in a conciliar context 
acting under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  This highly technical provision is discussed at length Father John A. Hardon's Catholic 
Catechism. 

The Council of Constance (1414-1418) provides the best example of this “collegiate” application.  Attempting to resolve the untenable 
situation arising from three rival claimants to the papal throne (the so-called “Great Schism”), the Council Fathers issued the decree Haec 
Sancta, declaring that the convocation derived its authority directly from Christ and that even a pope was obligated to observe its collective 
decisions.  This effectively conferred upon the hierarchy (acting as a corporate entity) a “supra-Petrine” authority. 
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Unfortunately, it remains easy for historically ignorant anti-Catholics to believe that Rome's faithful adherents must regard as absolutely 
binding every syllable that passes through the pontifical lips or otherwise face automatic excommunication and the risk of eternal damnation! 

No bishop, to whom the vow of obedience has been sworn by a priest or deacon, would realistically expect subordinate clergy to leap from the 
Peace Tower as a demonstration of faith or to embark upon a destructive penitential regime of self-abnegation. 

Let us then summarize those points most salient to a proper understanding of Papal Infallibility: 

·  The doctrine is “on the books;” no pontiff or council is likely to rescind it.  Case closed! 

·  Speaking realistically, it is extremely unlikely that an ex cathedra infallible pronouncement will be forthcoming from Rome in the 
foreseeable future. 

·  Even IF some infallible edict were to be issued by the reigning pontiff, it would be automatically - de facto et de jure – subject to 
such scrutiny that its incorporation within the Church's magesterium would result only pending extensive deliberation by theological 
periti (official consultants). 

·  Many opportunities exist for the pope to express his personal views on given subjects either through encyclicals or the lesser known 
form of a motu proprio (lit., “on his own impulse”). 

·  Finally, the pontifical supremism of Innocent III and Boniface VIII is long past.  In the unlikely event that some future papal incumbent 
should contemplate a potentially questionable binding decretal, the Vatican's curial apparatus would doubtless urge appropriate caution 
to forestall it. 

In other words, although the Church is not a democracy in the strict political sense, it nevertheless enjoys a system of “checks-and-balances” 
similar to that extant in democratic societies. 

Historically, it is, indeed, lamentable that a doctrine originally envisioned as an instrument of dogmatic stabilization has become a source of 
“lacerating discord” (a phrase found in the Orthodox Prayer Book) and rancorous division. 

--------------------- 

This examination of Papal Infallibility began by asserting the necessity for docent authority in matters ecclesiastical; so let it end.  In any 
discussions re future administrative and sacramental relations between the TAC and Rome, may this doctrine remain a decidedly non-essential 
issue. 

Prayerful best wishes for a safe, enjoyable summer! 

����� ��
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NOTE: On the subject of Mary's Assumption, it is interesting to note that a revision of the so-called “Glorious Mysteries” of the Rosary 
approved by Pope John Paul II no longer refers to the event under this title.   Instead, Marian devotees now meditate on “Mary's Eternal 
Reunion with Her Divine Son.” 
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Father O'Malley rose from his bed. It was a fine spring day in his new mission parish. He walked to the window of his bedroom to get 
a deep breath of the beautiful day outside. He then noticed there was a jackass lying dead in the middle of his front lawn. He promptly 
called the local police station. 

“Good morning. This is Sergeant Jones. How might I help you?” 

“And the best of the day te yerself. This is Father O'Malley at St. Brigit's. There's a jackass lying dead on me front lawn. Would ye be 
so kind as to send a couple o' yer lads to take care of the matter?” 

 Sergeant Jones, considering himself to be quite a wit, replied with a smirk, “Well now Father, it was always my impression that you 
people took care of last rites!”  

There was dead silence on the line for a long moment. 

Father O'Malley then replied: “Aye, 'tis certainly true, but we are also obliged to notify the next of kin.” 

************* 

An elderly woman died last month. Having never married, she requested no male pallbearers. In her handwritten instructions for her 
memorial service, she wrote, “They wouldn't take me out while I was alive, I don't want them to take me out when I'm dead.” 


