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FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
Based on reports from Voice of the Martyrs this month we give thanks that in Iran on June 26 Mohsen Namvar, an Iranian Christian 
who was arrested in his home in Tehran on May 31, was released from prison "temporarily."  According to Compass Direct News, 
"Namvar was badly beaten while detained.  Upon his release, he was treated for a fever and high blood pressure and his body appeared 
to be in shock.  Local Christians believe that authorities may have released him out of fear that he would die in prison." 

We pray for Christians in Pakistan, Egypt, Indonesia, Azerbaijan, India, Uzbekistan, Iran, China, Nepal, China, Sri Lanka and Yemen 
where various incidences of persecution have been reported. 

To learn more about the persecution of Christians visit www.persecution.com where you may also subscribe to the weekly email 
newsletter of Voice of the Martyrs. 

...and while we are praying for others… 
While much of the country is busy urging our government to pull our troops out of Afghanistan, perhaps it would be good for us to be 
reminded that our defense forces are responding to a call for assistance.  While their particular mandate in that country is not one 
purely of peace keeping - it cannot be with a well-armed, totalitarian enemy of peace committing violent acts day by day - our troops 
are still, as they have been in recent peace keeping missions, putting themselves in harm's way for the protection of the innocent 
populace of that country.  Our Lord said, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."  Our troops 
are laying down their lives for people they do not even know. May we keep them in our prayers. 

��  

NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 
·  Additional weekday services this month: Thursday, August 7 is the feast of The Name of Jesus; Friday, August 15 is the feast 

of The Falling Asleep (or Dormition) of the Blessed Virgin Mary , and Friday, August 29 is the feast of The Beheading of St 
John the Baptist.  Also note that Wednesday, August 6 is the feast of The Transfiguration of our Lord when we have an 
already scheduled celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  See the back of this issue for service times.   

·  Bishop Carl’s travels this month: 
·  Sunday, August 24 – an evening service at Christ the King, Tyendinaga and then 90th birthday celebrations for the mother of 

Chief Don and Charles Maracle. 

 
·  Another reminder of our parish picnic on Sunday, August 17 following the 10am Eucharist.  We then pile into various 

automobiles and drive to the farm of Stan and Penny Reid – parishioners of Fr. Doug Hayman at St Barnabas in Spencerville.  
The following are written directions; maps will be available on the day as well: 

 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Head southwest on Spencer St toward Carleton Ave (10 m) 
2. Turn left at Carleton Ave (0.2 km) 
3. Turn right  at Richmond Rd (0.5 km) 
4. Turn left at Kirkwood Ave (1.3 km) 
5. Turn right  at Carling Ave (0.2 km) 
6. Take the ramp on the left onto HWY-417 W/Queensway W (these first six directions are just to get you onto Hwy. 

417 (the Queensway) westbound. 
7. Continue to follow HWY-417 W (7.1 km) 
8. Take the HWY-416 S exit on the left toward HWY-401 (1.0 km) 
9. Merge onto HWY-416 S (45.3 km) 
10. Take exit 28 for Leeds & Grenville Rd 44 toward Oxford Mills (0.5 km) 
11. Turn left at CR-44 (11.8 km) 
12. Sharp left at Groveton Rd to number 217.(2.2 km) 

These last three directions involve a larger amount of gravel road (unavoidable as Groveton Road is gravel).  Alternatively, rather 
than taking exit number 28 from Hwy 416, you could continue to exit number 12 (staying on Hwy 416 for some 62 kms, rather 
than 45 kms).  Upon exiting at interchange number 12, when you come to the stop sign at the end of the exit, turn right (east) on 
County Road 21.  After 1.5 km, turn left on Millar Road for 2.7 km when you will turn right on Ventnor Road.  After only 0.2 
km, turn left on Groveton and the farm is about 1.4 km away. 

·  A reminder that Bible study this fall is taking a slight twist.  Rather than selecting one of the books of the Bible, the group, under 
Fr. Peter’s leadership, will be studying the Eucharist / Holy Communion / Mass.  This will be very thorough, looking right back 
into early Old Testament forms of worship.  As always, the group will meet on Wednesday evenings beginning September 10, 
following the 6pm Eucharist, and “bring your own” light supper.   

·  The deadline for contributions to the September Annunciator is Sunday, August 24th. 
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LEO XIII AND THE QUESTION OF 

“ANGLICAN ORDERS” RECONSIDERED 
Few centuries in British history have been so marked by dramatic contrast as the nineteenth. 

The English countryside celebrated in the works of the major Romantic poets (especially William Wordsworth) stood in striking 
juxtaposition to the urban squalor spawned by the Industrial Revolution (so vividly depicted in Dickens's later novels). 

Similarly, the growing recognition of human rights and freedoms reflected in the abolition of slavery (1807), the Reform Act of 1832 
(amended in 1867) and the appearance of John Stewart Mill's classic essay On Liberty (1859) took place against a background of 
unprecedented imperialistic expansion and repressive labour legislation. 

In the religious realm, following a relatively inglorious period in the Church of England's history during the previous century (the 
Brothers Wesley stand as conspicuous exceptions to the general state of affairs), the age was characterized by tension on several 
fronts, not the least of which derived from challenges associated with Darwinian scientific theory (the Origin of Species appeared in 
1859, the Descent of Man in 1870). 

With the emergence of the Oxford Movement (1833-1845), whose luminaries included John Keble, Edward B. Pusey and John Henry 
Newman, there developed a concerted attempt among churchmen of “higher” liturgical and historical inclination to rediscover the 
“singular genius” of an Anglican Tradition somehow compromised over the preceding two centuries either through indifference or 
counter-productive sectarian controversy. 

For some “Oxonians” (Newman remains the prime example), the tortuous return to the basics of a distinct Ecclesia Anglicana led to 
Rome; others found solace in the aesthetic “medievalism” of the English Pre-Raphaelites and the introduction of Roman ritualistic 
practice to augment the sterile forms of contemporary worship. 

The 19th century also witnessed a re-invigoration of Anglican religious life, particularly as evidenced by the establishment of 
observant communities for women and men such as the congregations of Saint Mary the Virgin (1848), Saint Margaret (1855), Saint 
Andrew (1861), the Sisters of the Church (1870), the Society of Saint John the Evangelist (1865) and the Community of the 
Resurrection (1892).  [For further information, Reference ANGLICAN RELIGIOUS LIFE: A WELL KEPT SECRET?  Ed. 
Nicolas Stebbing, CR] 

By the 1890s, several influential C of E prelates and university clergy were increasingly disposed to determine the exact nature of their 
sacramental relationship with the Apostolic See.  Accordingly, they sought to obtain from the Vatican, during the pontificate of Leo 
XIII, a definitive pronouncement re: the validity of so-called “Anglican Orders.” 

This initiative resulted in the papal “bullus” APOSTOLICAE CURAE  (promulgated 13th September 1896) and a formal ANSWER 
OF THE ARCHBISHOPS OF ENGLAND  (published 29th March 1897).  Because the issue is intrinsically related to the principle of 
Apostolic Succession, readers are directed to the Dialectics for August, September and November 2007 (see editor’s note) in which 
the subject was discussed at length. 

In order to comprehend fully the doctrinal implications of what follows, it is imperative understand the turbulent history of the English 
Reformation or, more specifically, the changes in ecclesiastical governance effected under Henry VIII. 

Stated briefly, the initial Henrician “reformed” Church remained basically Catholic in liturgy, dogma (especially concerning the Holy 
Eucharist) and even local customary observance.  Notwithstanding the introduction of the vernacular into public worship, the first 
prayerbook(s) authored by Archbishop Cranmer actually constituted redacted compilations of Latin liturgical texts in general use from 
the Middle Ages.  Of these, that associated with Sarum (Salisbury) had attained the widest currency prior to the 16th century.  [For 
extended studies of the BCP's indebtedness to antecedent sources, consult Procter and Frere's A NEW HISTORY OF THE BOOK 
OF COMMON PRAYER  and Evan Daniel's THE PRAYER BOOK: ITS HISTORY, LANGUAGE AND CONTENTS .] That 
the “new” orders of service now available in English coincided with the great age of biblical translation was, indeed, fortuitous. 

For present purposes, the question of Anglican Orders and their recognition by Rome arises historically from the appearance of the 
Edwardian Ordinal published five years after Henry VIII's death. 

As noted above, the fabric of the Henrician Church represented a “re-FORMED” (as opposed to “improved”:) institution still 
recognizably “Catholic” at least in several external manifestations; unmistakably “Protestant” accretions developed in earnest only 
during the brief reign (1547-53) of the sickly boy-king, Edward VI.  Changes in the rites peculiar to the ordination of priests and the 
“consecration” of bishops inaugurated shortly before Edward's premature death by the new Ordinal of 1552 were deemed by the 
Leonine curia as defective in both form and content.  As APOSTOLICAE CURAE  emphasized, the actual formula by which the C 
of E's ordinations were effected -- “Receive the Holy Ghost” -- was inherently deficient insofar as it failed to specify unto what 
sacramental purpose the rite was being performed.  The addition of the words “for the office and work of a priest [bishop] in the 
Church of God” (cf. BCP p. 655) in the Ordinal's 17th-century revision (1662) was considered inadequate to remedy the defective 
form introduced during Edward's rule.  Therefore, in practical terms, all orders conferred over the 110-year interim were declared 
invalid. 
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In the opinion of Leo's curia, contemporary testimony suggests that a negative decision re: the status of Anglican Orders would have 
resulted in a massive influx of converts to the Roman fold.  If this was the case, the pontiff and his counsellors were sorely 
disappointed. 

Another problem arose from significant “irregularities” inherent in the actual rites of ordination and consecration occasioned by the 
innovative Edwardian provisions.  Whereas a priest/presbyter traditionally received the chalice and paten as the symbolic 
“instruments” pertaining to his office, the 1552 Ordinal prescribed only that a copy of the Scriptures be presented to the ordinand.  
Furthermore, rather than imposing hands on the crown of the ordinand's head, the revised service provided for doing this on his 
shoulders.  The same was the case for the ordering of a bishop.  Herein lies the basis for rejecting the validity of Anglican Orders over 
a century ago. 

As explained elsewhere, once Apostolic Succession has been compromised, lawful imposition of holy orders becomes a matter for 
dispute.  Thus, any ordination or episcopal consecration performed by the Canterbury Communion's feminist prelacy are summarily 
invalid, and all sacramental acts performed by those who have received their orders at their hands -- with the exception of Baptism - -
similarly so. 

For us, the pivotal questions become:- 

·  How does the Vatican regard those orders under which our TAC clergy function sacramentally?  

·  What of our married episcopacy? 

The following observations are relevant: 

1. The issue of “conditional” or “provisional” re-ordination has not heretofore been raised during negotiations between our 
bishops and their Roman counterparts.   

2. Indeed, it is extremely unlikely that the RC Church would have initiated discussions with the TAC had there existed 
predisposed bias against the validity of our rites and those who administer them. 

3. Especially in Europe (albeit not unknown in North America), married clergy converting from non-RC bodies (e.g., German 
and Swiss Lutherans) exercise canonically recognized ministries.  And, of course, the Eastern Rite Churches have always 
embraced a married clergy. 

4. Historical documentation confirms a married prelacy dating from apostolic times in the person of Saint Peter himself [ref. 
Matt. 8.14, Mk. 1.30 and Lk. 4.38].  Although Orthodox bishops must now be celibate and drawn from the ranks of the 
monastic clergy, there existed in Christianity's formative centuries a “hereditary episcopacy” in the Eastern Church.  Thus, 
the noted theologian Gregory of Nazianus was the son of a bishop (also named Gregory).  In the case of TAC hierarchy, 
where both celibate and married bishops function with mutual respect and equanimity, a compromise might be effected 
whereby future members of the episcopacy would be obligated to follow the Roman/Eastern model.  That is say, those TAC 
bishops currently married would be the last of their kind 

5. Finally -- and realistically -- some provision for conditional re-ordination/consecration of TAC clergy MIGHT  be required 
by Rome on a case-by-case basis as a prelude to formal intercommunion, but this would doubtless serve to allay the fears of 
RC's likely to be scandalized by the erratic conduct of the Canterbury Communion. 

To conclude: The validity of “modern” (as opposed to “historical”) Anglican Orders has been irrevocably impaired by the 
irresponsible actions of “Rowan-ites”; Our  resistance to such irregular practices, however, has doubtless enhanced the TAC's position 
sub specie Vaticanis.  Again, the highly technical issues raised in APOSTOLICAE CURAE  are just that -- technical considerations 
of dubious relevance after 112 years and reflecting circumstances operative three centuries earlier. 

Confident that our hierarchy will continue to ordain clergy qualified to minister effectively in word and sacrament, let us have faith 
that Almighty God in his Providence has preserved – and will continue to preserve – an orderly sacerdotal succession acceptable to 
both the faithful of our Continuum and the Apostolic See. 

Summertime Blessings in Abundance! 

�����������	�
�����
�����	����������
�
Editor’s note: back copies of the Annunciator can be found on-line at www.cathedraloftheannunciation.org, alternatively ask Jill 
Wayne for reprints.  There was no Dialectic in the October issue due to technical problems. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

This Pun’s for you - contributed by Doug Ellis. 

1. Two vultures board an airplane, each carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess looks at them and says, "I'm sorry, 
gentlemen, only one carrion allowed per passenger." 

2. Did you hear that NASA recently put a bunch of Holsteins into low earth orbit? They called it the herd shot 'round the world'. 

3. Two boll weevils grew up in South Carolina. One went to Hollywood and became a famous actor. The other stayed behind in 
the cotton fields and never amounted to much. The second one, naturally, became known as the lesser of two weevils. 

4. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, but when they lit a fire in the craft, it sank - proving once again that you can't 
have your kayak and heat it, too. 

5. A three legged dog walks into a saloon in the Old West. He slides up to the bar and announces: "I'm looking for the man who 
shot my paw." 

6. Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal? He wanted to transcend dental medication. 

7. A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a hotel and were standing in the lobby discussing their recent tournament victories. 
After about an hour, the manager came out of the office and asked them to disperse. "But why?" they asked, as they moved 
off. "Because," he said, "I can't stand chess nuts boasting in an open foyer." 

8. A woman has twins, and gives them up for adoption. One of them goes to a family in Egypt and is named "Amal." The other 
goes to a family in Spain; they name him "Juan." Years later, Juan sends a picture of himself to his birth mother. Upon 
receiving the picture, she tells her husband that she  wishes she also had a picture of Amal. Her husband responds, "They're 
twins! If you've seen Juan, you've seen Amal." 

9. These friars were behind on their belfry payments, so they opened up a small florist shop to raise funds.  Since everyone likes 
to buy flowers from the men of God, a rival florist across town thought the competition was unfair. He asked the good fathers 
to close down, but they would not. He went back and begged the friars to close. They ignored him. So, the rival florist hired 
Hugh Mac Taggart, the roughest and most vicious thug in town to "persuade" them to close. Hugh beat up the friars and 
trashed their store, saying he'd be back if they didn't close up shop. Terrified, they did - thereby proving that: Hugh and only 
Hugh, can prevent florist friars. 

10. And finally, there was a man who sent ten different puns to friends, in hope that at least one of puns would make them laugh. 
Unfortunately, no pun in ten did.   


